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Virginia Board of Education Agenda Item 

 

Agenda Item:        K.                
 

Date:    April 26, 2012                                                                                   

 

Title 

Final Review of a Proposal from Virginia Beach Public Schools to Establish a 

Governor’s STEM Academy for Engineering, Marketing, and Information 

Technology Studies  

Presenter 

R. Lisette Diehl, Technology Academy Coordinator, Landstown High School and 

Technology Academy, Virginia Beach City Public Schools 

Lolita B. Hall, Director, Office of Career and Technical Education Services 

E-mail 
ldiehl@vbschools.com 
lb.hall@doe.virginia.gov 

Phone  
(757) 648-5505 

(804) 225-2051 

 

Purpose of Presentation:         
Other initiative or requirement. Specify below: 

Final review and acceptance of the Proposal to Establish a Governor’s STEM Academy for Engineering, 

Marketing, and Information Technology Studies at Landstown High School and Technology Academy, 

Virginia Beach City Public Schools 

 

Previous Review or Action:              
Previous review and action. Specify date and action taken below: 

First review:  March 22, 2012 

Item was accepted for first review 

 

Action Requested:          
Final review: Action requested at this meeting. 

Date:  April 26, 2012 

 

Alignment with Board of Education Goals:  Please indicate (X) all that apply: 

  

X Goal 1: Expanded Opportunities to Learn 

 Goal 2: Accountability of Student Learning 

 Goal 3: Nurturing Young Learners 

 Goal 4: Strong Literacy and Mathematics Skills 

 Goal 5: Highly Qualified and Effective Teachers and Administrators 

 Goal 6: Sound Policies for Student Success 

 Goal 7: Safe and Secure Schools 

 Other Priority or Initiative. Specify: Governor’s STEM Academy 

 

Background Information and Statutory Authority:  
Goal 1: The Governor’s STEM Academy is designed to expand opportunities for the general student 

population to acquire STEM literacy and other critical skills, knowledge, and credentials that will 

prepare them for high-demand, high-wage and high-skill careers.   

 

Partnerships establishing academies must include at least one public school division, business and 
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industry, and postsecondary education.  On November 29, 2007, the Board of Education approved the 

criteria to establish a Governor’s STEM Academy. Subsequently, on March 19, 2008, the Board 

approved the standards for the Governor’s Career and Technical Education Exemplary Standards 

Awards Program, which all Career and Technical Academies must implement. 

 

As required by the Board of Education, the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV) 

has reviewed the attached proposal and recommends that the Board approve the proposal.  Staff 

members of the Virginia Department of Education (DOE) have also reviewed the proposal in the context 

of the Board’s criteria. An executive summary of the proposal is in Attachment A.  Attachments B and C 

are the reports from the reviews by SCHEV and the DOE.  Attachment D is the complete proposal. 

 

Currently, there are ten Governor’s STEM Academies in Virginia. They are located in Arlington 

County, Chesterfield County, Halifax County, Hampton City, Loudoun County, Richmond City, Russell 

County, Stafford County, Suffolk City, and Carroll County. 

 

Summary of Important Issues:  

The proposed Governor’s STEM Academy for Engineering, Marketing, and Information Technology 

Studies is conceptualized from a planning partnership that consists of Landstown High School and 

Technology Academy; Virginia Commonwealth University School of Engineering; Norfolk State 

University College of Science, Engineering and Technology; Tidewater Community College Division of 

Information Technology & Business; Old Dominion University STEM Marketing Education Program; 

ECPI University; Bryant & Stratton College; ITT Technical Institute; Johnson & Wales University; 

Armed Forces Communications & Electronics Association Hampton Roads Chapter; Ten80 Education, 

Inc.; Newfangled Solutions, LLC; Whitebox Learning; Virginia FIRST; STIHL Inc.; InMotion Hosting; 

Virginia Beach Schools Federal Credit Union; City of Virginia Beach Parks and Recreation; Junior 

Achievement of Greater Hampton Roads; Goodwill Industries; Norfolk Admirals Hockey; Beach 

Windows & Siding; Total Sportswear Solution, LLC; Food Lion; Chick-fil-a; Rite Aid; Cinema Café; 

College House/Oarsmen; and Jake’s Smokehouse BBQ.  

 

The proposed academy targets three pathways in three career clusters.  The first pathway, Engineering 

and Technology is in the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Cluster.  

Students enrolled in the pathway will be actively involved with high-tech devices, engineering graphics, 

mathematical concepts, and scientific principles through engineering-design experiences.  Students 

enrolled in this pathway will be introduced to the career choices in the engineering and technology areas 

and prepare for postsecondary education in one of the engineering and technology fields.  

 

The second pathway, Professional Sales is in the Marketing Career Cluster.  This pathway involves the 

transfer of goods and services in the economy, both to businesses and to individual consumers. Learners 

are prepared for careers in planning, managing and performing marketing services.  

 

The third pathway, Web and Digital Communications is in the Information Technology Cluster.  This 

pathway involves creating, designing and producing interactive multimedia products and services, 

including development of digitally-generated or computer-enhanced media used in business, training, 

entertainment, communications and marketing.  Organizations of all types and sizes use digital media 

(the World Wide Web, CD-ROM, DVD) to communicate with existing and potential customers, to track 

transactions, and to collaborate with colleagues.   

 

Impact on Fiscal and Human Resources:  
Funding must be provided at the local level. 
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Timetable for Further Review/Action:   
The proposed beginning date for the Governor’s STEM Academy for Engineering, Marketing, and 

Information Technology Studies at Landstown High School and Technology Academy, Virginia Beach 

City Public Schools, is fall of 2012. 

 

Superintendent's Recommendation:  
The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education approve the proposal 

to establish a Governor’s STEM Academy for Engineering, Marketing, and Information Technology 

Studies at Landstown High School and Technology Academy, Virginia Beach City Public Schools. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































