Virginia Department of Education Identified Unintended Consequences and Clarifications needed to the 2017 Revised Standards of Accreditation
Following the adoption of the 2017 revisions to the Board of Education’s Regulations Establishing Standards for the Accreditation of Public Schools in Virginia, also known as the Standards of Accreditation or SOA, the Virginia Department of Education convened an internal committee representing various units across the agency to address questions and concerns from school divisions  as they implemented the revised SOA. This committee, referred to as the SOA Implementation Committee, includes representatives from policy, research, instruction, assessment, student services, school quality, and data management. Through its committee work, staff identified several improvements and adjustments that could be made to the SOA. Some items were addressed through new guidance, clarifications in Superintendent’s memos, training opportunities, or actions of the Virginia Board of Education, but several ongoing issue areas still need to be considered for incorporation into the language of the SOA for sustainability and clarity.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The following list is not comprehensive, but presents a quick overview of some of the issues VDOE has identified in its work with school divisions that the Special Committee of the Board for the Revision of the Standards of Accreditation may wish to consider in its work. Additionally, minor technical edits, not included below, will be brought to the BOE during the SOA revision process.

Part III:  Student Achievement
Item A: Current language requires students to take an end-of-course (EOC) assessment if they are enrolled in a class that has an associated test and they have not yet earned a verified credit in that content area.  This language, coupled with the requirement that students take certain EOC tests to meet ESSA assessment requirements, often results in students taking two EOC tests in a single content area.  For example, a student who is enrolled in Earth Science as a 9th grader must take the EOC test even though he/she will be required to take the Biology EOC test as a 10th grader to meet federal accountability requirements. In addition, the language as currently written does not allow any flexibility in selecting which history course will be verified to meet graduation requirements. 
Current language:  “Each student in middle and secondary schools shall take all applicable end-of-course SOL tests following course instruction.... Students who achieve a passing score on an end-of-course SOL test shall be awarded a verified unit of credit in that course in accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-110. Students may earn verified units of credit in any courses for which end-of-course SOL tests are available. Students shall not be required to take an end-of-course SOL test in an academic subject after they have earned the number of verified credits required for that academic content area for graduation, unless such test is necessary in order for the school to meet federal accountability requirements.” (8VAC20-131-30)

Possible Solution:  Revise SOA language to require students to take the EOC tests needed to meet the assessment and accountability requirements under ESSA and any other tests as may be needed for verified credit.  Such language would allow school divisions more flexibility in testing for verified credits based on students' unique circumstances.
Item B: Clarify language that implies that transfer students must take the Algebra I EOC test to meet federal assessment requirements.  	
Current Language: “...except that such students shall only be required to earn a minimum of four verified units of credit: one in English, one in mathematics if required participation in mathematics testing is required by federal law, otherwise such verified credit may be of the student’s own choosing, and two additional verified credits of the student’s own choosing.” (8VAC20-131-60; multiple locations) 

Possible Solution: VDOE issued guidance to school divisions to clarify this requirement; however, the guidance needs to be included in the SOA to align with current practice. 
Item C: Some sections of the current SOA imply that only one assessment is needed to award a verified credit in writing using performance assessments.  The intention was to require multiple performance assessments before awarding verified credits to students. (8VAC20-131-5, 8VAC20-131-51, 8VAC20-131-110)   
Possible Solution: Clarify language to specify that multiple performance assessments are required to award a verified credit. 
Note: The use of performance assessments may need to be addressed again to align with language in Item 139.D of the 2020 Appropriation Act that allows for the use of performance assessments to verify credits in for history and social science. 

Item D: The SOA states that foreign exchange students must participate in the testing program.  This is not the case since they are not seeking verified credits toward graduation.  Foreign exchange students do not graduate from Virginia schools.
Current Language: Students identified as foreign exchange students taking courses for credit shall be required to take the relevant Virginia Assessment Program tests, as specified in subsection E of this section. Foreign exchange students who are auditing courses are not eligible for academic credit for those courses and shall not be required to take the SOL tests for those courses. (8VAC20-131-30)

Possible Solution:  VDOE issued guidance to school divisions to clarify this requirement; however, the guidance needs to be included in the SOA to align with current practice. 

Item E: Students who fall under the “new” graduation requirements and who transfer into the Virginia schools in the tenth grade or at the beginning of the eleventh grade must meet the same graduation requirements as students who have been enrolled in Virginia.  This includes earning five verified credits which may be difficult for these students. (8VAC20-131-60) 
Possible Solution:  Revisit the number of verified credits needed for graduation for students transferring in during their 10th grade year or at the beginning of the 11th grade year.

Part V: School and Instructional Leadership
Item F: The revised SOA attempted to clarify requirements for teacher ratios and planning periods. This change in language has caused some additional confusion for school divisions on maintaining compliance. (8VAC20-131-240) 
Possible Solution: VDOE issued guidance via Superintendent’s email to school divisions to further explain this requirement; however, additional clarity may also need to be included in the SOA to ensure current practice aligns with intent. 
Note: With the current shift in instructional delivery models, concerns of teacher ratios and planning periods may become a larger, more persistent, issue for school divisions. VDOE will continue to monitor and solicit solutions from school divisions.

Part VIII: School Accreditation
Item G: Concern surrounding the inclusion of the SOL writing test results in the combined rate for English.  Now that school divisions have the option to use a local performance assessment to verify credits in high school, some schools have writing SOL scores included in accreditation and others do not. (8VAC20-131-380) 
Possible Solution: Reconsider how writing is incorporated into the combined rate. This would require additional analysis and consideration so as not to generate any additional unintended consequences. 
Item H: The accreditation rating "new school" was inadvertently dropped from the revised SOA. (8VAC20-131-390)   
Possible Solution: Allow for a new school rating
Item I: Divisions have voiced concerns around how schools’ dropout rate and accreditation have been impacted by late enrolling English learners. (8VAC20-131-380) 
Possible Solution: Determine if additional flexibilities are warranted. 
Item J: Improvement criteria for the College, Career and Civic Readiness Indicator was not included in the 2017 SOA as data were not yet available on this indicator to determine an appropriate rate of improvement. (8VAC20-131-380)
Possible Solution: Evaluate available data and recommend improvement criteria for this indicator.
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