Work Plan to Implement the Charter Schools Legislation

Board of Education’s Charter School Committee

· Mrs. Isis Castro, Chair

· Mr. Rob Krupicka

· Mrs. Betsy Beamer

April – Board of Education Meeting:

· Review of the legislation

· Background information about charter schools in Virginia:
· Review of the current processes and procedures related to charter schools

· Procedures for the Board of Education’s review of charter school applications

· Criteria for the Board of Education’s review of charter school applications

· Board of Education’s regulations that may be waived for charter schools

· Criteria for making distributions from the Public Charter School Fund

May – VDOE staff work:

· Review of current research, best practices, and other states’ policies, procedures, and application forms

· Develop work plan

June – Committee Meeting:

· Panel discussion – charter school experts

· Presentation by VDOE staff – Policies and procedures used in other states

· Committee review of:

· Draft work plan

· Materials compiled by VDOE staff

· Information to be requested from local school divisions about charter schools for the Board’s annual report (due November 15)

July – Committee Meeting:

· Committee discussion about:

· Procedures for receiving and reviewing charter school applications

· Criteria used by the Board of Education in reviewing applications

· Policies and review procedures used in other states

· Revisions to the list of Board of Education regulations that may be waived for charter schools 

· Revisions to the existing criteria for making distributions from the charter school fund

September – Committee Meeting:

· Panel discussion – Virginia educational organizations and other stakeholders discussing policies and procedures
· Review drafts of:

· Procedures for receiving and reviewing charter school applications

· Criteria used by the Board of Education in reviewing applications

· Policies and review procedures used in other states

· Revisions to the list of Board of Education regulations that may be waived for charter schools 

· Revisions to the existing criteria for making distributions from the charter school fund

· Guidance to local school boards related to procedures for receiving, reviewing, and ruling on charter school applications

· Technical assistance procedures by the Superintendent of Public Instruction when there is a reconsideration of the school board’s decision

· Guidance to local school boards addressing a process of reviewing petitions for reconsideration

October – VDOE staff work:

· Public comment period

· Revise draft documents that have been reviewed by the committee and prepare them for the full Board of Education

November – Committee Meeting:

· Review any changes to the drafts of:

· Procedures for receiving and reviewing charter school applications

· Criteria used by the Board of Education in reviewing applications

· Revisions to the list of Board of Education regulations that may be waived for charter schools

· Revisions to the existing criteria for making distributions from the charter school fund

· Guidance to local school boards related to procedures for receiving, reviewing, and ruling on charter school applications

· Technical assistance procedures by the Superintendent of Public Instruction when there is a reconsideration of the school board’s decision

· Guidance to local school boards addressing a process of reviewing petitions for reconsideration

November – Board of Education Meeting:

· First review of:

· Procedures for receiving and reviewing charter school applications

· Criteria used by the Board of Education in reviewing applications

· Revisions to the list of Board of Education regulations that may be waived for charter schools

· Revisions to the existing criteria for making distributions from the charter school fund

· Guidance to local school boards related to procedures for receiving, reviewing, and ruling on charter school applications

· Technical assistance procedures by the Superintendent of Public Instruction when there is a reconsideration of the school board’s decision

· Guidance to local school boards addressing a process of reviewing petitions for reconsideration

January – Board of Education Meeting:

· Final review and approval of:

· Procedures for receiving and reviewing charter school applications

· Criteria used by the Board of Education in reviewing applications

· Revisions to the list of Board of Education regulations that may be waived for charter schools

· Revisions to the existing criteria for making distributions from the charter school fund

· Guidance to local school boards related to procedures for receiving, reviewing, and ruling on charter school applications

· Technical assistance procedures by the Superintendent of Public Instruction when there is a reconsideration of the school board’s decision

· Guidance to local school boards addressing a process of reviewing petitions for reconsideration

