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Committee Members: 

Mrs. Meredith Barber
Mrs. Jill Sowers Becker, Vice Chair
Ms. Kendra Belcher
Dr. Brooke Blanks 
Ms. Suzanne Bowers, Ex-officio 
Dr. Jeffrey D. Cassell 
Ms. DaleAnna Curry 
Mr. Damon J. Garrison (absent)
Mr. Justin Gatling 
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Ms. Margarete Hecker Jeffer, Secretary
Mx. Aaran Kelley 
Mrs. Catherine King
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Mr. Matthew Luther, M.Ed., Member-at-Large 
Ms. Tashue Mason (absent)
Dr. Patricia Popp, Ex-officio
Mr. Robert Schwartz 
Mrs. Regan Stiltner  
Mr. Brian Summo, Member-at-Large
Ms. Joan K. Summer (absent)
Ms. Sandie Thorpe 
Mr. Cameron D. Wilmer, Member-at-Large


VDOE Representatives:

Dr. Samantha Hollins (absent)
Mrs. Tracy Lee
Mr. Daniel Dunham (absent)
Mr. Jeff Phenicie
Mr. Henry J. “Hank” Millward, Jr 
Mrs. Lisa Crafton (Recording)
Ms. Patricia V. Haymes 

Presenters:

Dr. Liz Altieri, Radford University
Dr. Karen Douglas, Radford University
Dr. Darren Minarik Radford University
Mrs. Carol Beville, Naval Recruiting District Richmond
Ms. Sarah Bazemore, VDOE

Members of the General Public:

Beth Haw, Angela Williams, Sarah Davis,   Marisa Brown, Timothy Johnson, Sara Bailey, Amanda Fino, Angelika Mathias, Kasey Gatling, Beth Tolley 
Call to Order

Mrs. Christine Germeyer called the meeting to order at 9 a.m., welcomed everyone in attendance and led the introductions of standing members, as well as members of the Virginia Department of Education and guests. 

Business Session

Approval of Agenda
The agenda was distributed via email, and a hard copy was included in the SSEAC meeting folders.  The committee was asked to review the proposed agenda. 

Mrs. Catherine King made the motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Brian Summo.  The agenda was approved unanimously.

Approval of Minutes
The October 3-4, 2019, minutes were posted on the state website, and members were encouraged to submit any changes before the meeting.  A hard copy of the minutes was included in the SSEAC meeting folders.  The chair gave the committee a few minutes to look over the minutes. 
Mrs. Catherine King made the motion to approve the minutes.  Mrs. Regan Stiltner seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously. 

Follow-up Report to Public Comment by Mr. Hank Millward
Mr. Millward followed up on the three public comments from the October 2019, meeting.  Each participant who made a public comment received a personal note from Mr. Millward.  There are no further updates needed at this time. 

Mrs. Christine Germeyer, SSEAC Committee Chair 
Business Updates 
Mrs. Germeyer reviewed the current committee goals for 2019-2020 and revisited questions posed by the Virginia Board of Education (BOE) during the presentation of the Annual Report.
1. How does the Public hear about the recommendations? 
There is a new list service that allows people to subscribe to updates on the VDOE website.  The new service now has 34,002 people who have subscribed and of that number 3,318 identified themselves as a parent.
2. What is the status of the Parent Guide?
The Parent Guide needs to be updated and is under revision at this time.  
3. Discussion from the last meeting in regards to Discipline, Equity, Trauma, Social-Emotional Behaviors, Mental Health, and Staff Training.  The committee decided to discuss this topic in greater detail after Jeff’s presentation in the sub-groups. 

Students with Disabilities Discipline Data Review
Mr. Jeff Phenicie, Director, Office of Special Education Program Improvement (SEPI), SESS, VDOE

Mr. Phenicie provided an overview of the discipline data that was analyzed to calculate the risk ratios for the FFY2018 State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (Indicator 4A/4B) and the 2020-2021 Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CCEIS) determinations.  Here are the summary points:
· Indicator 4A compares students with disabilities (SWD) to non-disabled peers in the same division suspended out-of-school greater than ten days cumulative in the 2017-2018 school year.  Thirty-nine divisions were notified of significant discrepancies and required to complete a local analysis to determine if the significant discrepancies was due to inappropriate policy, procedures, or practices.
· The SSEAC members reviewed the methodology and data to determine if a school division is identified with significant disproportionality in the area of discipline, discussed the implications of setting aside 15 percent of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) funds, and allowable costs associated with Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CCEIS).

The VDOE does not have authority over the different counties if they are suspending students at a higher rate.  The state does not have any influence over the policy or what happens when they are disciplined.  There are 39 divisions in the policy review that are too high, and out of that number, three counties were non-compliance. 

The VDOE however, has authority through Results Driven Accountability (RDA) and Compliance Monitoring vs. Results monitoring.  The VDOE offered help through Virginia Tiered Systems of Supports (VTSS) to improve discipline CCEIS; in-school, out-of-School, and expulsion.
	
Federal regulations identify seven races:  Issues are with the disproportionality of black students with a disability.  Black students are suspended at a higher rate.  Up to 15 percent higher than other peers.  The CCEIS is an agreement between the VDOE and the school division on how to make an improvement to fix the issue.  The VDOE provides the funds, and the school division is providing an improvement plan.

What are best practices for discipline:  CCEIS requirement is to review the discipline policy. 
Some schools have a discipline committee and look at each referral over ten days and monitor the suspension and what the cause is. 

Plan of action:  School division who are deemed to have disproportionality in suspending black special education students receive preferential admission to VTSS.

Jeff is asking to view the Virginia Alternate Assessment Program (VAAP) Waiver on the VDOE website and make public comment on it as the SSEAC. 

Inclusion Project Update - 3Cs (Culture, Collaboration, and Coaching) 
Dr. Darren Minarik, Dr. Liz Altieri, and Dr. Karen Douglas, Virginia Inclusive Practices Center, Radford University
PowerPoint Presentation SSEAC Powerpoint Presentation December 5, 2019

1. What is Inclusive Education?
All students are viewed from a strengths-based perspective and are seen as competent and capable of learning, including: Academic Inclusion, Social-Emotional Inclusion, and Physical Inclusion/Access
2. Indicator 5A Inclusion in Virginia 2017-2018
3. 3Cs Inclusion Project
Culture, Collaboration, Coaching = Enhance Inclusive Practice.  
4. Two School Divisions and Four Regional Conferences
5. Met with two School Divisions and worked with them 
6. Established school teams and worked on identifying possible priorities
7. Used the book: The inclusive Education Checklist by Richard A. Villa Ed.D. and Jacqueline S. Thousand, Ph.D. 
8. Needs of co-planning time and getting Administrators on board was the key.
9. Training of Para-professionals as key players in implementing the inclusive practice.
10. Regional Conference-Arc Pilot
Assisted parents and self-advocates in making recommendations to move forward with inclusion in their school district.
Create presentations that parents and self-advocates can give and deliver to SEAC, School Board Meetings, PTA, etc. 

Recommendations:
· Continued support from SSEAC through the annual report and local SEAC activities to improve inclusive practices in Virginia
· Additional Funding Sources

Working Lunch for SEAC members, VDOE Representatives 
The committee adjourned at noon for a working lunch to discuss ideas for presentations at upcoming meetings and subcommittee goals.

Public Comment

Mrs. Germeyer called for public comments at 1 p.m. and referred to SSEAC Public Comments Guidelines. The public comment session concluded at 1:40 p.m.

· Amanda Fino: Member of the Partner in Policymaking Program.  Her State Delegate is Brenda L Pogge, and State Delegate is Senator Thomas K. Norment.  Her purpose is to change lives for people living with cerebral palsy (CP). She is asking for funding for stem cell research, and developmental analysis to find a cure for CP.  Funding for better supervision in group homes and accessibility to community living with regular access to transportation.  She has a blog and updates her story every Wednesday. 
· Marisa Brown:  She spoke about Supported Decision Making (SDM).  SDM is a tool that allows people with disabilities to retain their decision-making capacity by choosing supporters to help them make choices. A person using SDM selects trusted advisors, such as: friends, family members, or professionals, to serve as supporters. 
Request: Ms. Brown asked the SSEAC to help the school system to better support their teachers and educate them on how to guide parents and students to make SDM a viable option for the majority of students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP).  
· Heidi Van Voorhis:  Asking for help with the Dyslexia and write a Policy:
· To ensure that Multi-Sensory Structures Language training (MSLT) is a part of reading instruction.  
· Tier I Intervention should include immediate intensive MSLT Orton Gillingham based on Literacy instruction. It cannot be hidden in Tier III - that is too late. 
· Paul Noel:  He is a parent with two children with autism who had bruises on their behind. Mr. Noel noted that there are no cameras in self-contained classrooms. Non-verbal students are not able to verbalize what has happened to them.  He is asking for more transparency and having cameras in the classes.
· Christina Hunt:  Her son is attending public school in Alexandria.  He was forced into the Physical Education (PE) classroom with 100 students and could not handle it.  Her request is for the VDOE to consider alternatives for the PE requirement in high school and considered supports or environments for students to be successful. 
Secondly, she is asking the VDOE to consider alternatives to the language requirement for the advanced diploma.  Her request is to focus on our student's strengths rather than on their limitations.  
· Angelica Williams:  SEAC Chair from Petersburg submitted two applications to the SSEAC board and has not heard anything back from the SSEAC.  She is asking for the process.

Presentation

Military Service Requirements and Individuals with Disabilities
Mrs. Carol Beville, Education Services Specialist, Naval Recruiting District Richmond
See PowerPoint Presentation

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) program is helping students to figure out where in the Navy or other military branch they want to go.  The ASVABProgram.com is a website where a student can go and explore career opportunities.  In the tenth grade, a student can call a recruiter and find out what they have to improve upon in their studies.  A recruiter will talk to a student at age 16.  Interest surveys can be given through Career Exploration.  To explore opportunities to serve as a civilian for the Department of the Navy further visit USAJOBS.GOV website
Local Navy Recruiter at Navy webiste

Subcommittee Meetings
After a short break, the Chair asked the committee members to revisit the discussion on the VDOE's request.  The BOE came back with the question about the current disproportionality of finding on the discipline of students with disabilities and students of color. 

Topic: Disproportionality of Discipline in School of Students with Disabilities and Students of Color:

1. Policy and Regulation
This subcommittee focusses on initiatives at the state level that either result in policy and regulations or have an impact on policy and regulation as they pertain to students with disabilities. 
· There is a fundamental lack of understanding that there is a problem 
· Increase understanding for Administrators
What are options for solutions?
What is the problem (How you calculate we have had a problem)?
Webinars for school administrators, what are the possibilities for solutions, defining the options for each school locality 
· Are all removals being captured (REGS)
· Look at correction of VTSS and their discipline disproportionality 
· What is the relationship to Truancy? 
· Alternative Discipline Information
· Recommend to Local Boards Policy on Equity 
· Training of Restorative Justice, PBIS
· Cultural training - Grow your own
· How are students educated when suspended?
· VAAP waiver request as it is written

2. Student Outcomes and Student Achievement 
This subcommittee focusses on achievement and outcome data, goals under the state plan for students with disabilities, transition planning, and best practices. The purpose of this subcommittee is to identify and make recommendations to the VDOE. 
· Increase Community Resources, Partnership 
· Discipline Panel for repeat offenders 
Re-entry plans, what supports do we have in place
· Inclusive practices at younger ages
· VAAP waiver request as it is written 

3. Family Engagement and Community Outreach:
This subcommittee provides recommendations to the VDOE on Family Engagement and Community Outreach best practice.  Educating parents, students, and school/community partners on how to strengthen relationships and how to support one another in the education of students with disabilities. 
· Social-Emotional Learning Standards
· Funding for Schools to have community/ family offices
· Cultural diversity training for administrators, teachers, and staff
· Guidelines on what is acceptable for ISS/Oss
· JLARC Review or Special Education review /or discipline
· Hire teacher, administrators, and staff that are representative of the community

There was a motion for the VDOE to develop a curriculum for cultural diversity and competence addressing discipline similar to the curriculum critical decision points. 

The request for public comment to be made on the VAAP was reviewed in each of the subcommittees and each agreed to make public in support of the waiver request as it is written.

4:02 p.m.	Adjourn


Friday, December 6, 2019
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Committee Members: 

Mrs. Meredith Barber
Mrs. Jill Sowers Becker, Vice Chair (absent)	
Ms. Kendra Belcher
Dr. Brooke Blanks 
Ms. Suzanne Bowers, Ex-officio 
Dr. Jeffrey D. Cassell 
Ms. DaleAnna Curry 
Mr. Damon J. Garrison (absent)
Mr. Justin Gatling 
Mrs. Christine Germeyer, Chair
Ms. Margarete Hecker Jeffer, Secretary (absent)
Mx. Aaran Kelley 
Mrs. Catherine King (absent)
Ms. Heidi L. Lawyer, Ex-officio (absent)
Mr. Matthew Luther, M.Ed., Member-at-Large 
Ms. Tashue Mason (absent)
Dr. Patricia Popp, Ex-officio
Mr. Robert Schwartz 
Mrs. Regan Stiltner  
Mr. Brian Summo, Member-at-Large
Ms. Joan K. Summer (absent)
Ms. Sandie Thorpe (absent)
Mr. Cameron D. Wilmer, Member-at-Large


VDOE Representatives:
Dr. Samantha Hollins
Mrs. Tracy Lee (absent)
Mr. Daniel Dunham (absent)
Mr. Jeff Phenicie (absent)
Mr. Henry J. “Hank” Millward, Jr 
Mrs. Lisa Crafton (Recording)
Ms. Patricia V. Haymes (absent)

Presenters:
Ms. Sarah Bazemore, VDOE

Members of the General Public:
Beth Tolley, Cheryl Poe, 
Angela Williams,
Sara Bailey




Call to Order

Mrs. Germeyer called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.  She went over some housekeeping items. 

Approval of Agenda
The committee was asked to review the proposed agenda.  Ms. Kendra Belcher made the motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Cameron Wilmer.  The agenda was approved unanimously.

New Virginia Community School Framework (VCSF) Initiative
Ms. Sarah Bazemore, School Counseling Specialist/Student Assistance Systems Coordinator, Office of Student Services (SS), SESS, VDOE

· Early 1900’s - Schools as Social Centers
· 1930-1960’s - Schools use “Community Education”
· 1980-1990’s - Schools use “Community School Model” - Provides a structure which allows for flexibility
· Coalition for Community Schools is a great resource
· Item 135 of the Appropriations Act required the VDOE to create a guide/framework (28 stakeholders across Virginia; Advisory Group)
· It has four branches; Emotional and Mental Health Needs, Family and Community Engagement, Basic Needs, and Student Engagement and Motivation
· It has Shared Leadership and Shared Ownership
· It has wrap-around supports
· It is defined as a strategy for organizing the resources of the community around the school 
· The Framework allows for a school system to easily apply it divisionwide or at a school

Recognition of Service Awards to Outgoing SSEAC Members	
Ms. Heidi Lawyer was unable to attend and be recognized by the committee for her many years of service to the SSEAC.

Department of Special Education and Student Services (SESS), Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) Updates
Dr. Samantha Hollins, Assistant Superintendent, SESS, VDOE

· Review of Indicator 4 and Discrepancy Discipline Report
· Public Comment regarding the VAAP
· Updates:  January 2020, the General Assembly will meet.  The VDOE gets a lot of requests.  We are doing a lot of work around Supportive Decision Making and the Joint Commission on Health Care working with our partners at the Disability Law Center, the Virginia Board for People with Disabilities and Partnership for People with Disabilities.
· Seclusion and Restraints Regulations are coming and Training Updates
· Student and School Based Health Centers are needed more in rural schools.  Some communities do not even have an optometrist
· The VDOE was awarded the Student Mental Health Grant from the U.S. Department of Education.  Buckingham, Roanoke, Waynesboro, Charlottesville, Hampton, and Staunton City Public Schools are also partnering with Virginia Tech, Old Dominion University, Radford University, and College of William & Mary 
· The Department of Behavioral Health received a 600 hours of technical assistance grant that will assist students with transitioning to competitive and integrated employment “Visionary Opportunities to Increase Competitive Employment”
· One new Start of Success Site is Prince George County
· Two New Project SEARCH Sites on military sites: Virginia Beach and Northern Virginia 
· How can we create Pathways for our schools to support positive discipline by collaborating with community resource
· Evidenced Based Instruction when it comes to reading
· Virginia General Assembly Website: Reminded all to utilize this website.  Type a topic in the search box, such as: Students with disabilities and it will provide information.  Any law that is being discussed; you will get an email
· The VDOE has been working towards aligning with the federal 
· Reading Scores on Accountability Tests—continue to struggle (need to be using evidenced based reading/teaching strategies)
· Restraint and Seclusion for Private Schools—Currently no focus on reopening the Private School Regulations

Constituency Reports

Members of the committee provided their constituency reports.  The report is a separate document from the minutes.

Future Meeting Agenda Discussion

Mrs. Christine Germeyer, SSEAC Committee Chair
Identify follow-up activities and next steps 
Determine presentations desired for next meeting

· Education and Stability for Kids in Foster Care/Homelessness Presentation by Dr. Patricia Popp and Aaran Kelley
· Follow-up on Attendance and Truancy - Fall of 2020 Presentation
· General Assembly Update Presentation by Dr. Samantha Hollins
· Mr. Michael Kennedy from University of Virginia to present on free professional development resources for Special Education
· Discipline Panel Presentation
· Student Behavior and Reporting Period/Re-entry Plans Presentation by Mr. Michael Gregory
· Parent Resource Guide hopefully be completed in March 2020

Adjourn 

With no further discussion, Mrs. Germeyer wished everyone Happy Holidays, safe travels, and a Happy New Year before adjourning the meeting at 11:27 a.m.

Upcoming Meetings for 2020

March 12-13, 2020
July 15-17, 2020
October 8-9, 2020
December 3-4, 2020
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