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Update on the Update on the 
Alternate/Alternative Alternate/Alternative 

AssessmentsAssessments
•• Virginia Alternate Assessment Program Virginia Alternate Assessment Program 

(VAAP)(VAAP)
•• New mathematics ASOLs implemented in New mathematics ASOLs implemented in 

20112011--2012201220112011--20122012
•• New “cut scores”  adopted by the Virginia New “cut scores”  adopted by the Virginia 

Board of Education in June 2012Board of Education in June 2012
•• Virginia Grade Level Alternative (VGLA)Virginia Grade Level Alternative (VGLA)

•• No longer available in mathematicsNo longer available in mathematics
•• Reading no longer available for students Reading no longer available for students 

with disabilities beginning in 2013with disabilities beginning in 2013

Update on the Alternate/Alternative Update on the Alternate/Alternative 
Assessments for 2011Assessments for 2011--20122012

•• Virginia Substitute Evaluation Program Virginia Substitute Evaluation Program 
(VSEP)(VSEP)
•• New mathematics SOL (2009) implemented New mathematics SOL (2009) implemented 

except for those students who are reexcept for those students who are re--except for those students who are reexcept for those students who are re--
submitting CWCs started under the 2001 submitting CWCs started under the 2001 
mathematics SOLmathematics SOL

•• Expansion for small number of students Expansion for small number of students 
who require a work samplewho require a work sample--based based 
assessment  for grades 3assessment  for grades 3--8 mathematics8 mathematics

Update on the Update on the 
Alternate/Alternative Alternate/Alternative 

Assessments: 2011Assessments: 2011--20122012

•• Virginia Modified Achievement Virginia Modified Achievement 
Standards Test (VMAST)Standards Test (VMAST)
•• Operational for Grades 3Operational for Grades 3--8 mathematics 8 mathematics 

and Algebra Iand Algebra I

•• Field test for grades 3Field test for grades 3--8 reading and end8 reading and end--
ofof--course readingcourse reading
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Implementation of New Implementation of New 
Standards of Learning TestsStandards of Learning Tests

•• History in 2010History in 2010--20112011

•• Mathematics in 2011Mathematics in 2011--1212

•• Reading, Writing, and Science in Reading, Writing, and Science in 
20122012--13 13 

Use of TechnologyUse of Technology--Enhanced Enhanced 
ItemsItems

•• Development of tests to be Development of tests to be 
administered primarily online allows administered primarily online allows 
use of “technologyuse of “technology--enhanced” itemsenhanced” items

•• Such items allow students to indicate Such items allow students to indicate 
answers in different ways and provide answers in different ways and provide 
new ways of assessing higher order new ways of assessing higher order 
thinking skills. thinking skills. 

Online Testing in VirginiaOnline Testing in Virginia
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PhasePhase--Out of Paper/Pencil Out of Paper/Pencil 
TestingTesting

•• Language in the Appropriations Act requires Language in the Appropriations Act requires 
that all Standards of Learning (SOL) tests be that all Standards of Learning (SOL) tests be 
administered online by:administered online by:

•• 20102010--2011 for all high schools2011 for all high schools

•• 20112011--2012  for all middle schools2012  for all middle schools

•• 20122012--2013 for all elementary schools2013 for all elementary schools
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PhasePhase--Out of Paper/Pencil Out of Paper/Pencil 
Testing: ExceptionsTesting: Exceptions

SOL tests will continue to be available in a SOL tests will continue to be available in a 
paper/pencil format for students with a paper/pencil format for students with a 
documented need.documented need.

Examples include:Examples include:
•• Student attends school in a location where Student attends school in a location where 

the required technology is not available to the required technology is not available to 
access an online test (e.g., access an online test (e.g., outplacedoutplaced
students or those who are homebound)students or those who are homebound)

Examples of Documented Needs Examples of Documented Needs 
for Paper/Pencil Testingfor Paper/Pencil Testing

•• The accommodation specified in the student’s IEP, The accommodation specified in the student’s IEP, 
504 Management Plan, or LEP Plan requires a paper 504 Management Plan, or LEP Plan requires a paper 
test (e.g., Largetest (e.g., Large--Print or Braille).Print or Braille).

•  The student has a documented medical condition •  The student has a documented medical condition 
such as a seizure disorder where exposure to a such as a seizure disorder where exposure to a 
computer will aggravate the student’s condition. computer will aggravate the student’s condition. 

•• Other exceptions must be approved by the VDOE.Other exceptions must be approved by the VDOE.

Use of TechnologyUse of Technology--Enhanced Enhanced 
Items:  Guiding PrinciplesItems:  Guiding Principles

•• An online format will be the primary delivery An online format will be the primary delivery 
mode for all SOL tests by 2012mode for all SOL tests by 2012--2013.2013.

•• Include some technologyInclude some technology--enhanced items in enhanced items in gygy
addition to multipleaddition to multiple--choice items. choice items. 
Approximately 15% of items will be Approximately 15% of items will be 
technologytechnology--enhanced.enhanced.

•• TechnologyTechnology--enhanced items are computerenhanced items are computer--
scored.scored.

Implementation ofImplementation of
TechnologyTechnology--Enhanced ItemsEnhanced Items

20102010--20112011

•• TechnologyTechnology--enhanced items were field tested enhanced items were field tested 
in Grades 6, 7, and 8 mathematics and in Grades 6, 7, and 8 mathematics and 
Algebra I Geometry and Algebra II onlineAlgebra I Geometry and Algebra II onlineAlgebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II online Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II online 
tests. tests. 
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Implementation ofImplementation of
TechnologyTechnology--Enhanced ItemsEnhanced Items

20102010--20112011
•• Practice mathematics items are provided on Practice mathematics items are provided on 

the VDOE Web site. The items include the VDOE Web site. The items include 
examples of new item types as well as those examples of new item types as well as those 
which demonstrate increased rigor.which demonstrate increased rigor.gg

•• A guide is provided for each set of A guide is provided for each set of 
mathematics practice items.  Teachers mathematics practice items.  Teachers 
should use the guides with students to should use the guides with students to 
familiarize them with the functionality of the familiarize them with the functionality of the 
technologytechnology--enhanced items.enhanced items.

Practice Items and Guides Practice Items and Guides 
Available on VDOE Web SiteAvailable on VDOE Web Site

Practice Items and Guides Available Practice Items and Guides Available 
on VDOE Web Site (cont’d)on VDOE Web Site (cont’d)

Implementation of Implementation of 
TechnologyTechnology--Enhanced ItemsEnhanced Items

20112011--20122012
•• TechnologyTechnology--enhanced mathematics items enhanced mathematics items 

will be “operational”  for grades 6, 7, 8 and will be “operational”  for grades 6, 7, 8 and 
Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II.Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II.

•• TechnologyTechnology--enhanced mathematics items enhanced mathematics items 
will be field tested in grades 3 will be field tested in grades 3 -- 5. Practice 5. Practice 
items are posted on VDOE Web site.items are posted on VDOE Web site.
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Implementation of Implementation of 
TechnologyTechnology--Enhanced ItemsEnhanced Items

20112011--20122012
•• TechnologyTechnology--enhanced items will be field enhanced items will be field 

tested in reading and science online test tested in reading and science online test 
forms.forms.

•• Practice items and accompanying guides for Practice items and accompanying guides for 
reading and science  will be provided via the reading and science  will be provided via the 
VDOE Web site. VDOE Web site. 

Implementation ofImplementation of
Online Writing TestOnline Writing Test

20112011--20122012
•• A large scale, standA large scale, stand--alone field test of the alone field test of the 

online writing test will occur in spring 2012.online writing test will occur in spring 2012.

•• The field test will include writing promptsThe field test will include writing promptsThe field test will include writing prompts The field test will include writing prompts 
and multipleand multiple--choice items, including choice items, including 
technologytechnology--enhanced items.enhanced items.

•• Practice items and accompanying guides will Practice items and accompanying guides will 
be provided via the VDOE Web site.be provided via the VDOE Web site.

Implementation ofImplementation of
Online Writing TestOnline Writing Test

20112011--20122012
•• A writing interface that mirrors the one A writing interface that mirrors the one 

students will use to respond to the online students will use to respond to the online 
prompt  is available on the VDOE Web siteprompt  is available on the VDOE Web site

•• Interface includes tools such as cut, copy, Interface includes tools such as cut, copy, 
paste, undo, redo, spell check and indent.paste, undo, redo, spell check and indent.

Practice Writing InterfacePractice Writing Interface
Writing tools

Progress bar

Current line 
location
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Demonstration of Demonstration of 
TechnologyTechnology--Enhanced ItemsEnhanced Items

http://vaassessments.com/v/VAteidemo/http://vaassessments.com/v/VAteidemo/

Contact Information:Contact Information:

student assessment@doe virginia govstudent assessment@doe virginia govstudent_assessment@doe.virginia.govstudent_assessment@doe.virginia.gov

(804) 225(804) 225--21022102

Development of Development of 
“Advanced/College Path” “Advanced/College Path” 

Achievement LevelsAchievement Levels
•• Will be developed for Algebra II, endWill be developed for Algebra II, end--ofof--

course reading and endcourse reading and end--ofof--course course 
writingwriting

•• Replaces the “advanced” achievement Replaces the “advanced” achievement 
level for these testslevel for these tests

•• The “proficient” achievement level will The “proficient” achievement level will 
still verify credits for graduationstill verify credits for graduation

Steps in Establishing “College Steps in Establishing “College 
Path” ScoresPath” Scores

•• Identification of what students should know Identification of what students should know 
and be able to do by higher education facultyand be able to do by higher education faculty

•• Development of tests that include items that Development of tests that include items that 
measure this contentmeasure this content

•• Development of performance level Development of performance level 
descriptors that describe the content and descriptors that describe the content and 
skills that a student should demonstrate on skills that a student should demonstrate on 
the testthe test

•• Establishment of “college path” cut scores Establishment of “college path” cut scores 
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Process Described Using Process Described Using 
Algebra II as an ExampleAlgebra II as an Example

•• Due to new mathematics tests being Due to new mathematics tests being 
implemented in 2011implemented in 2011--2012, Algebra II is 2012, Algebra II is 
the first test to have an established the first test to have an established 
“college path” achievement level“college path” achievement level“college path” achievement level“college path” achievement level

•• Same process will be used for EOC Same process will be used for EOC 
reading and EOC writingreading and EOC writing

Identification of Content: Survey Identification of Content: Survey 
of College Facultyof College Faculty

•• Conducted survey with higher Conducted survey with higher 
education faculty to determine to what education faculty to determine to what 
extent Algebra II and Geometry SOL extent Algebra II and Geometry SOL 
are associated with being successfulare associated with being successfulare associated with being  successful are associated with being  successful 
in introductory creditin introductory credit--bearing college bearing college 
mathematics classesmathematics classes

Characteristics of Higher Characteristics of Higher 
Education FacultyEducation Faculty

Faculty surveyed wereFaculty surveyed were

•• from 2from 2--year and 4year and 4--year institutions andyear institutions and

•• taught introductory credit bearing courses taught introductory credit bearing courses 
such as College Algebra, Introductory such as College Algebra, Introductory 
Statistics, or PreStatistics, or Pre--CalculusCalculus

Identification of Content: Survey Identification of Content: Survey 
of College Facultyof College Faculty

•• Asked to rate Algebra II and Geometry Asked to rate Algebra II and Geometry 
SOL as to whether the content was SOL as to whether the content was 
“essential,” “important,”“relevant,” or   “essential,” “important,”“relevant,” or   
“not relevant” as prerequisites for“not relevant” as prerequisites for“not relevant” as  prerequisites for “not relevant” as  prerequisites for 
success in an introductory creditsuccess in an introductory credit--
bearing mathematics classbearing mathematics class

•• Success defined as a “C” or better in Success defined as a “C” or better in 
the classthe class
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Survey ResultsSurvey Results

•• Algebra II SOL closely associated with Algebra II SOL closely associated with 
success in college mathematics success in college mathematics 
coursescourses

•• Geometry SOL not as closelyGeometry SOL not as closely•• Geometry SOL not as closely Geometry SOL not as closely 
associatedassociated

•• “College path” achievement level will “College path” achievement level will 
be set for Algebra II but not for be set for Algebra II but not for 
GeometryGeometry

Development of Tests to Support Development of Tests to Support 
“College Path” Score“College Path” Score

•• New Algebra II SOL test developed to New Algebra II SOL test developed to 
include include 
•• Sufficient items measuring content Sufficient items measuring content 

identified by surveyidentified by surveyidentified by surveyidentified by survey
•• Items of appropriate difficultyItems of appropriate difficulty

•• Geometry and Algebra I tests were Geometry and Algebra I tests were 
developed with increased rigor to developed with increased rigor to 
ensure that students are “on track” to ensure that students are “on track” to 
be prepared for collegebe prepared for college

••Development of Performance Development of Performance 
Level DescriptorsLevel Descriptors

•• First step in establishing “college path” First step in establishing “college path” 
cut score is development of cut score is development of 
“performance level descriptors” that “performance level descriptors” that 
described what is expecteddescribed what is expecteddescribed what is expecteddescribed what is expected

•• Committees of mathematics educators Committees of mathematics educators 
used results of survey as well as own used results of survey as well as own 
expertise to develop descriptors of expertise to develop descriptors of 
what the “college path” student should what the “college path” student should 
know and be able to doknow and be able to do

Standard SettingStandard Setting

•• In November 2011 committees of In November 2011 committees of 
educators were convened to review educators were convened to review 
Algebra II test and recommend “cut Algebra II test and recommend “cut 
scores” for “proficient” and “collegescores” for “proficient” and “collegescores” for “proficient” and “college scores” for “proficient” and “college 
path”path”

•• Committee included secondary Committee included secondary 
educators and representatives from educators and representatives from 
twotwo--year and fouryear and four--year institutions of year institutions of 
higher educationhigher education
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Standard SettingStandard Setting

•• Performance Level Descriptors were Performance Level Descriptors were 
used to ensure that committee used to ensure that committee 
members had a common members had a common 
understanding of what is expected forunderstanding of what is expected forunderstanding of what is expected for understanding of what is expected for 
students to be considered “proficient” students to be considered “proficient” 
or “advanced/college path.”or “advanced/college path.”

Definition of “College Path” for Definition of “College Path” for 
Algebra IIAlgebra II

A student obtaining an “advanced/college path” A student obtaining an “advanced/college path” 
score on the Algebra II test should have the score on the Algebra II test should have the 
necessary knowledge and skills for enrollment, necessary knowledge and skills for enrollment, 
without remediation, in an introductory creditwithout remediation, in an introductory credit--
b i ll th ti ith Al b IIb i ll th ti ith Al b IIbearing college mathematics course with Algebra II bearing college mathematics course with Algebra II 
as the highest prerequisite.  Students who achieve as the highest prerequisite.  Students who achieve 
an “advanced/college path” score  during their high an “advanced/college path” score  during their high 
school careers are expected to take additional school careers are expected to take additional 
mathematics courses beyond Algebra II as they mathematics courses beyond Algebra II as they 
continue to prepare for collegecontinue to prepare for college..

Standard SettingStandard Setting

•• Committee members reviewed each Committee members reviewed each 
test item and determined whether, as test item and determined whether, as 
defined by the performance level defined by the performance level 
descriptors a “proficient” studentdescriptors a “proficient” studentdescriptors,  a “proficient” student descriptors,  a “proficient” student 
should answer it correctly and whether should answer it correctly and whether 
an “advanced/college path” student an “advanced/college path” student 
should answer it correctly.should answer it correctly.

Standard SettingStandard Setting

•• Similar process used to establish cut Similar process used to establish cut 
scores for Algebra I and Geometry.scores for Algebra I and Geometry.

•• Cut scores for Algebra I and GeometryCut scores for Algebra I and Geometry•• Cut scores for Algebra I and Geometry Cut scores for Algebra I and Geometry 
identify students as “proficient” and identify students as “proficient” and 
“advanced”(advanced will indicate “on “advanced”(advanced will indicate “on 
track” to be prepared for college)track” to be prepared for college)



10

Articulation CommitteeArticulation Committee

•• Composed of representatives from Composed of representatives from 
standard setting committees for standard setting committees for 
Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra IIAlgebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II

•• Reviewed recommendations of each Reviewed recommendations of each 
committee to ensure that expectations committee to ensure that expectations 
across the tests across the tests were reasonablewere reasonable

Next StepsNext Steps

•• Score reports for Algebra II will Score reports for Algebra II will 
indicate student’s achievement level as indicate student’s achievement level as 
“ fails,” “proficient,” or “ fails,” “proficient,” or 
“advanced/college path ”“advanced/college path ”“advanced/college path.”“advanced/college path.”

•• Evaluate success of students taking Evaluate success of students taking 
new Algebra II test in college to new Algebra II test in college to 
validate “advanced/college path” validate “advanced/college path” 
achievement levelachievement level

EOC Reading and Writing EOC Reading and Writing 

•• Same process used for Algebra II will Same process used for Algebra II will 
be used for EOC Reading and Writing be used for EOC Reading and Writing 
in 2012in 2012--20132013


