Virginia Advisory Committee for the Education of the Gifted Minutes
December 6, 2019

Members Present
George Fohl, Sarah Haywood, Laura Kelly, Korri Williams, Kimberly Tupponce, Kimberly Waite, Melissa Powers, Jannan Holmes, Teresa Elliott, Mandy Barrett, Rebecca Dangerfield, Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey and Donna Poland

Welcome and February Date Change
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]George Fohl called the meeting to order and requested agenda approval. 
· The members approved the agenda. The approval was unanimous
· Donna Poland requested that the original February 21, 2020 VACEG meeting date be changed to an earlier date to give the group time to revise, edit and submit a quality product which aligns with the Regulation timeline. The committee had some discussion.
· George Fohl asked the group for a motion to change the February 21, 2020 VACEG committee meeting date to February 7, 2020.  
· Korri Williams made a motion to change the February 21, 2020 date to February 7, 2020.
· A committee member made a second motion.
· The committee members voted unanimously for the new February 7, 2020 VACEG meeting date.

Department of Education Report from Dr. Donna Poland
· Academic Year Governor’s Schools (AYGS)
Funding Formula-The AYGS Directors met on Wednesday December 4, 2019. The AYGS Directors have created a contingency plan if the Funding Formula is not addressed in the governor’s budget.  
· Parchment 
Dr. Warren, GSARTS, informed Dr. Poland that Virginia school divisions have free access to electronic transcripts through a company named Parchment.  The Governor’s School did not know about this service that Parchment supplied to the all the students of Virginia.  Dr. Poland contacted Parchment and now the Governor’s School students have access to this service, too. 
· New Director
Rachel Ball, an alumnus of CBGS, is the new director for The Chesapeake Bay Governor’s School (CBGS).
· Professional Development 
The Micro-credentials Federal Grant - Dr. Poland mentioned she acquired a federal grant from Title IV funds to provide micro-credentials through the National Association of Gifted Students (NAGC) to teachers and other faculty members associated with the AYGS.  There are 70 people enrolled from across the state that are in the process of finishing their first micro-credential. The micro-credential was free for the participants due to the grant.  Although, the micro-credential is not an endorsement, it will give the participants a good background in gifted education. Currently, there has been a 50% completion rate of the micro-credential. The micro-credential deadline has been scheduled for next week.  At that time, more completion data will be collected.  Dr. Erinn Floyd, NAGC Micro-credential lead, has been wonderful.  Sarah Haywood shared that the director from New Horizons Governor’s School was extremely pleased with the micro-credential and has a high completion rate.
· Technical Review
Technical Reviews of the Local Plan for the Education of the Gifted were due for region V (West) & VI. The technical review process was held on 10/22 in South Salem and 11/22 for Amherst County.  Both technical review processes went well but there were not enough people to complete all the plans that needed to be reviewed in Amherst County.  So, Dr. Poland distributed three plans to other school divisions who are coming together for some additional professional development.  The people who attend the additional gifted professional development will review those plans and complete the technical review process.  
· The Regulations 
The Standard Regulatory Process timeline:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The first review of the regulations will go before the Board of Education on March 19 and this will begin Stage 2 of the regulatory Process.  During Stage 2, the regulatory package will be reviewed by the BOE. The BOE may make changes to the regulatory packet. After the regulatory package is reviewed and approved by the BOE, it will be presented in the Town Hall Register and there will be a sixty-day public comment period. At some point, Donna Poland will send the link to the Town Hall Public Forum for public comments. The BOE will have three public hearings across the state. During this phase, public comment is important and organizations like VaGifted, VCGEA and VACEG can make public comment as organizations.  The members will also be encouraged to cast their own personal comments during this process.  The final proposed Regulations, based on public comment, will go to the BOE for final approval before moving on the in Regulatory Process. During Stage 3, the final copy is submitted and published in Register. 

Charge from the Board of Education: 
· George Fohl reminded the committee of the VACEG charge, specifically the work with reviewing the draft/revisions of the VACEG Proposed 8VAC20-40-Gifted Regulations.  The VACEG committee was charged to look for the items listed below: 
1. Are the recommendations that we discussed from our last meeting properly represented like we wanted it in the draft?  
2. Are the recommendations in the correct spot? 
3. Are there any ripple effects?  Are there terms that we need to define?  Do the new recommendations impact other areas or other sections?
4. Is there anything else that we need to add or change that will bring this document up to date regarding best practices in gifted education?
· Members divided into new subcommittees. First, the subcommittees were asked to review the VACEG Draft Proposed 8VAC20-40-Gifted Regulations, independently.  Then, the groups were asked to share any new insights from answering the questions listed above. Subcommittees include:
· Group 1 (Korri Williams, Kim Waite, and Rebecca Dangerfield)
· Group 2: (Kim Tupponce, Mandy Barrett, and Melissa Powers) 
· Group 3: (Sarah Haywood, Laura Kelly, and Teresa Elliott) 
· Group 4: (George Fohl, Jannan Holmes and Dorn McCorey)

Small Group Discussion
The VACEG committee went through the VACEG Draft Proposed 8VAC20-40-Gifted Regulations. We perused and edited the document in accordance with the four questions subgroups addressed during their discussion. Additional changes were made to the proposed items. Then the members reviewed the entire document line by line, and made numerous word changes for consistency and alliance with terminology in the field of gifted education and throughout the document.

Reports from Members/Representative Groups

· Sarah Haywood: York: Has developed an elementary gifted service delivery model committee. The goal of the committee is to provide a recommendation to the Superintendent and School Board that will help the school division offer gifted services that best meet the instructional needs of elementary gifted students.

· Korri Williams: Williamsburg James City County is exploring the possibility of moving toward a Talent Development Framework to be more inclusive and help teachers nurture students’ talents in different core academic areas.  One area of focus is the self-contained gifted curricula in grades 5-10 in English Language Arts and History.

· Rebecca Dangerfield: pass

· Kimberly Waite:  The University of Virginia Saturday Enrichment Program (January-February) still has a few spots open.  Applications and information available. 

· Kimberly Tupponce: pass

· Mandy Barrett: pass

· Melissa Powers: pass

· Jannan Holmes: pass

· Teresa Elliott: pass

· Laura Kelly: pass

· George Fohl:  pass

· Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey:   The VBCPS Office of Gifted Programs has expanded our number of Seng Model Parent Groups (SMPG) Supporting Emotional Need for the Gifted parent facilitators and will have several parent sessions in the spring.

Final Thoughts
· VaGifted Conference Update
Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey, VAGifted vice president, announced that the VAGifted Conference was held on October 17th – October 19th, 2019 in Richmond, Virginia.  Dr. Jaime Castellano, Dr. Tamra Stambaugh and Dr. Mike Postma provided keynote sessions during the conference. Dr. Jaime Castellano kicked off the conference to present keynote on October 17, 2019 along with two additional break-out sessions. On October 18, 2019, Dr. Tamra Stambaugh provided the keynote along with two additional break –out sessions on Friday.  On Saturday, Dr. Mike Postma: Executive Director of SENG provided the keynote along with two additional break-out sessions. Two hundred and fifty people attended the conference. Dr. James Lane, State Superintendent, gave the opening remarks which addressed equity and discussed the opening of the state gifted regulations.  
Public Comment
· There were no public comments.

[bookmark: _30j0zll]Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM.
