Virginia Advisory Committee for the Education of the Gifted Minutes September 27, 2019

Members Present
George Fohl, Sarah Haywood, Kirsten Maloney, Laura Kelly, Korri Williams, Rodney Berry, Carol Carter, Kimberly Tupponce, Maureen Jensen, Kimberly Waite, Melissa Powers, Jannan Holmes, Teresa Elliott,  Carla Van DeVander,  Rosanne Williamson, Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey and Donna Poland

Welcome and Introductions
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]George Fohl called the meeting to order, welcomed the new members, and requested for agenda approval. 
· Members introduced themselves and approved the agenda. The approval was unanimous

Member Recognition
· George Fohl presented the slate of officers for 2019-2020 to be approved by the committee:
· George Fohl – Chair
· Sarah Haywood – Vice Chair
· Dorn Wilkins-McCorey – Secretary
· The slate of officers for 2019-2020 term was unanimously approved by the committee.

Department of Education Report from Dr. Donna Poland
· Virginia Council of Gifted Education Administrators Consortium (VCGEA) Meeting
· The VCGEA is an organization that consists of one gifted administrator from every locality alongside Governor School Director’s in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  The VCGEA had the annual Consortium meeting on Friday, September 13, 2019 at the Omni hotel in Charlottesville, VA.  Dr. Poland provided the annual “new gifted coordinator workshop” to approximately 35 people on Thursday September 12, 2019.

· Academic Year Governor’s Schools (AYGS)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Funding Formula-Recently, there was an AYGS Director’s meeting.  One of the major topics of the meeting centered on funding issues for the AYGS programs. The AYGS Directors believe that the funding formula should resemble the process of how school divisions receive funding for schools.  If the AYGS funding formula works like a school division’s budget then there will be less controversy and more alignment with the school divisions.



· Technical Review
· Technical Reviews of the Local Plan for the Education of the Gifted are due for region V (West) & VI. The technical review process will be held on 10/22 in Salem and 11/22 for Amherst County.  The Salem technical review needs 35 people and Amherst needs 50 people to assist in this peer review process. Teachers and Coordinators will spend the entire day reviewing the plans. The reviewers can only assess if the plans meet the requirements or do not meet the requirements. It is not mandated by the state to change or update the local plan. Although the reviewers do not approve plans, they do provide technical feedback.  Recommendations are provided to help improve local plans based on best practices and regulations.  Commendations are given for plans that illustrate best practices and implementation of Virginia regulations.

· Summer Governor’s Schools
· The new information for the Summer Residential Governor’s School (SRGS) will be posted online and announced in a Superintendent memo on October 4th, 2019.

· NASA Langley will no longer be in charge of the mentorship program for students interested in engineering.  Jefferson lab, a continuous electron beam accelerator facility, will allow mentorships for 12 students from the SRGS engineering program to work with the on-site faculty at their Newport News facility.

· Professional Development: 
· Dr. Poland mentioned she acquired a grant from Title IV federal funds to provide micro-credentials through the National Association of Gifted Students (NAGC) to teachers and other faculty members associated with the AYGS.  There are 70 people enrolled from across the state that are going through the first micro-credential.  It is a self-study and self-paced.  However, there is a deadline in which participants must meet to turn in assignments.  It is not an endorsement but it will give the participants a good background in gifted education with a focus on under-represented populations.  One issue for AYGS faculty is that some of the micro-credential assignments are more geared towards elementary and middle school students instead of a Governor’s School high school student.  
· The Regulations 
· The Regulations go through the Notice of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRA). This process normally takes one to two years.  Officially in June, the Board of Education (BOE) voted to start the NOIRA process. On June 20, 2019 the BOE approved beginning the NOIRA process.  The information was submitted to the Town Hall and the NOIRA was published in the Register on 9/16/19.  Beginning on 9/16/19, a thirty day Town Hall comment forum opens.  The BOE has asked the VACEG to look at these regulations and give recommendations on how the VACEG thinks the Regulations should change.  Recommendation will be made to the BOE and the documents will proceed through the regulatory process. After the regulatory package is reviewed and approved by several government agencies, then it will be presented in the Register again and there will be a sixty day public comment period begins and Town Hall Public Comment forum opens.  At that time, Donna Poland will send the link to the Public Forum to all coordinators via email where public comments can be made.

Charge from the Board of Education: 
· George Fohl read the letter from the Board of Education that addressed the following: “The VACEG shall focus on reviewing the Regulations Governing Educational Services for Gifted to make recommendations to the Board on necessary revision. These revisions should be comprehensive in nature and work towards ensuring equity in gifted education services.  Additionally, we ask that you continue to work on revamping the annual report data collection for gifted education services.”  
· Members divided into new subcommittees, and new members were added.  The subcommittees were asked to review the Regulations Governing Educational Services for Gifted Students and the Recommendations to Promote Equitable Access to Effective Gifted Education Programs Report that was presented to the board on June 20, 2019. The Board of Education accepted and approved the document.  The groups were asked to peruse and revise the document. Subcommittees include:
· Group 1 (Korri Williams, George Fohl, Kim Waite and Maureen Jensen)

· Group 1: (George Fohl, Maureen Jensen, Kimberly Waite and Korri Williams)

· Group 2: (Carol Carter, Rosanne Williamson, Rodney Berry, and Dorn Wilkins-McCorey)

· Group 3: (Sarah Haywood, Melissa Powers, Kim Tupponce, Jannan Holmes) 

· Group 4: (Laura Kelly, Kirsten Maloney, Teresa Elliott and Carla Van DeVander)

Small Group Discussion

· Groups met and a working lunch was held. Then subcommittees summarized their work and reported to the whole group. Lots of thought-provoking discussion was held and a chart was created to show changes that need to be made in regards to the recommendation and regulations. 

Reports from Members/Representative Groups

· Maureen Jensen: pass

· Sarah Haywood: pass

· Korri Williams: pass

· Kimberly Waite: pass

· Kimberly Tupponce: pass

· Melissa Powers: pass

· Jannan Holmes: pass

· Teresa Elliott: pass

· Rosanne Williamson: pass

· Carla Van Devander:  Fifteen freshman came to Mary Baldwin University (MBU) as a part of the Program for Exceptionally Gifted (PEG) program. (Total of 15 on campus) Their ages range from 13 years -16 years of age.

· Laura Kelly: In Roanoke City Public Schools (RCPS), we recently hosted a summer program entitled “It’s Showtime”.  It served over 3,000 students and provided them with enrichment opportunities PreK-8.  The summer program had several enrichment options listed below: Science Technology Engineering Arts Math (STEAM) opportunities, field trips, reading extensions, math problems, expert speaker series, coding and robotics activities.  In addition, Roanoke Valley Governor’s School established a Diversity Committee in the summer of 2019.

· Rodney Berry: pass

· Carol Carter: The Director of Chesapeake Bay Governor’s School posted today, 9/27/19, on Middlesex County Public Schools’ website.  The closing date for the position is 10/15/19. 

· George Fohl: Chesterfield City Public Schools (CCPS) recently implemented a new identification process and saw great strides towards equitable identification of gifted learners. Also, we are working on changing the mindset of “gifted” from the “label” to one that means addressing an unmet educational need.

· Kirsten Maloney:  Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) has a new measure in our Strategic Plan where all students will get access to AAP curriculum a minimum of one time per quarter in kindergarten through grade 6.  This will help with talent development and ensuring more students have access to challenging opportunities.
· FCPS is about to undergo an external review.  Just in the beginning stages, but we have four researchers from four different universities and look forward to what they find in talking to many diverse groups.  The report to our School Board is expected in March 2020.

· Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey:   The VA Beach Office of Gifted Programs is conducting a Supporting Emotional Needs for Gifted Students (SENG) mini-conference on Saturday November 2, 2019 at Kellam High School.   VBCPS is partnering with George Mason University’s Project ExCEL program under the Javits grant.

Final Thoughts
· Upcoming VaGifted Conference 
· Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey, VAGifted vice president, announced the upcoming VAGifted Conference to be held on October 17th – October 19th, 2019 in Richmond, Virginia.  Dr. Jaime Castellano, Dr. Tamra Stambaugh and Dr. Mike Postma will provide keynote sessions during the conference. Dr. Jaime Castellano will kick off the conference to present keynote on October 17, 2019 along with two additional break-out sessions. On October 18, 2019, Dr. Tamra Stambaugh will provide the keynote along with two additional break –out sessions on Friday.  On Saturday, Dr. Mike Postma: Executive Director of SENG will provide the keynote along with two additional break-out sessions.  
· Sarah Haywood, VCGEA treasurer, announced that the annual VCGEA meeting was held September 13, 2019 and had more than 115 gifted administrators in attendance.  Next year’s meeting date has been set for September 18, 2020. 
Public Comment
· There were no public comments.

Adjournment
· [bookmark: _30j0zll]Meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM.
· Executive committee met following the meeting.
