Virginia Advisory Committee for the Education of the Gifted Minutes April 20, 2018

Members Present
Patty Griffin, George Fohl, Sarah Haywood, Janice Robertson, Kirsten Maloney, Valerie Tuck, Kim Waite, Laura Kelly, Dara Hall, Sandra Cole, Mandy Barrett, Melissa Powers, Teresa Ellison, Bill Ellis, Robert Hundley, and Donna Poland

Welcome and Introductions
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Patty Griffin called the meeting to order and proposed amending the draft agenda to include presenting a slate of officers for 2018-2019.
· Members approved the amended agenda, the approval was unanimous

Member Recognition
· Dr. Poland recognized and thanked members who are leaving the Committee: Valerie Tuck, Patty Griffin, Sandra Cole, Shawanna Poarch, and Rebecca Johnson. New members will be joining and their approval will take place during an upcoming VDOE board meeting. 
· Patty Griffin presented the slate of officers for 2018-2019:
· George Fohl – Chair
· Sarah Haywood – Vice Chair
· Dorn Wilkins-McCorey – Secretary

Department of Education Report from Dr. Donna Poland
· The General Assembly has not yet finalized next year’s budget, this adds to uncertainty regarding funding and grants.

· Academic Year Governor’s Schools
· Changes could be made to the funding formula, and AYGS Directors are awaiting further information from the General Assembly’s approved budget. Regional Career and Technical Centers could also have a funding formula implemented.

· Summer Governor’s Schools
· There were more applications this year than last year, and students have received notices about their acceptance for the upcoming summer session.
· Next year, the increased use of electronic software may impact how results are sent to students, and they may need private email addresses so communication isn’t blocked (which may happen if students use a school division-provided email address). In addition, when student email addresses are added to school division data charts, it will be essential to provide accurate addresses.



· Professional Development Opportunities
· Superintendent’s Memo 096-18 details information regarding a free one-day professional development opportunity designed for gifted resource teachers and special education teachers of the gifted provided by the VDOE. There will be a variety of sessions and presenters offered. This will take place in both Roanoke and Richmond, and it includes a stipend for attending.
· Dr. Poland announced that another professional development session is being planned for gifted staff in Region 8. This will be focused on differentiation in the classroom, and will it be tiered for different levels according to participants’ experience.
· Dr. Poland and Patty Griffin will meet with NAGC Executive Director Rene Islas to learn more about NAGC’s microcredential training sessions. Currently, these sessions are geared toward identifying gifted learners.

Charge from the Board of Education: 
· Dr. Poland reviewed the approved charge from the Board of Education: “The VACEG shall advise the Board of Education with respect to policies that promote equitable access to effective gifted programming. The VACEG shall recommend guidelines for school divisions to measure gifted student outcomes across subgroups over time, improve teacher professional development, and facilitate communication with the broader community.” Members divided into their assigned subcommittees and were asked to review their purpose, research to locate any necessary information, narrow ideas, and create targets for changes. The groups were asked to work toward drafting potential statements that could be incorporated into current policies or codes. Subcommittees include:
· High Quality Platforms: Acceleration and programs (Kim Waite, Sarah Haywood, and Bill Ellis)
· Teacher Preparation: Training for coordinators and teachers (Sandra Cole, Teresa Ellison, Valerie Tuck, Dara Hall, Melissa Powers, and Mandy Barrett)
· Equitable Access: Identification to all programs for the gifted (Laura Kelly, Jan Robertson, and Patty Griffin)
· Accountability: Student growth (George Fohl, Kirsten Maloney, and Bob Hundley)

Small Group Discussion
· Groups met and a working lunch was held. Then subcommittees summarized their work and reported to the whole group.
· High Quality Platforms subcommittee-discussed the need to provide more explicit wording to promote acceleration in the gifted regulations as well as the gifted plan template, will follow up with additional research on other states’ policies regarding early entrance to kindergarten and first grade as methods of acceleration.
· Teacher Preparation subcommittee- drafted recommendations for additions to the Standards of Quality, Standard 1, of the state code to include professional learning for teachers and to add to the requirements of local boards related to gifted and twice exceptional students based on current, research-based strategies that will help to reduce the excellence gap.
· Equitable Access subcommittee- drafted statements for the gifted regulations to include equity in the definition of identification, drafted several additions to the screening/identification/referral section, and created a statement about possibly sharing figures from the annual report with school board members.
· Accountability subcommittee- shared the need to expand regulations to better define what is expected for a growth measure, to include wording for out-of-level testing and the use of local norms, and to set an academic or socio-economic growth goal and plan for attainment as well as how to report this.

Reports from Members/Representative Groups
· Sandra Cole: Thanked Dr. Poland for the opportunity to be a part of the Committee.
· Teresa Ellison: pass
· Dara Hall: pass
· Bill Ellis: pass
· Melissa Powers: pass
· Laura Kelly: Roanoke City Public Schools sent 116 elementary gifted students on an overnight field trip to Astrocamp in Clover, Va. and it was a great experience. Staff is pleased to have had a high application and acceptance rate for SRGS. 
· Bob Hundley: Expressed thanks to the Committee from Hanover’s local advisory committee, which has been very impressed with the document published by the VACEG last year. The group found it very helpful.
· Kim Waite: pass
· Valerie Tuck: Thanked the group for the opportunity to be a part of the Committee.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Kirsten Maloney: Fairfax County Public Schools will hold its AAP Summer Institute on June 20-22. Teachers will have the opportunity to attend daily sessions on curriculum units for advanced students, integrating technology, capstones and self-assessment, and special populations. FCPS Advanced Academic Programs is collaborating with the school counseling office to build robust and accessible resources to strengthen implementation of the FCPS Young Scholars model.
· Jan Robertson: Dr. Robertson shared two articles related to providing mental health support for secondary gifted students. One of the articles can be found electronically at Child Mind Institute.
· Sarah Haywood: York’s first grade ability screening pilot in four schools has been a success in identifying students and in promoting teacher awareness of students’ strengths. Funding has been secured to screen all first graders next year.
· George Fohl: Chesterfield’s gifted program is undergoing several enhancements, including reworking the gifted plan to work toward the goal of having gifted population demographics reflect those of the division. There is a new identification protocol, a shift to online testing, and a screening in three grade levels. There will also be an expansion of center-based sites, beginning with middle school.
· Patty Griffin: In Henrico, three teachers completed National Board Certification in gifted education. Two more teachers are in the process. The Gifted Young Scholars Academy will open in August of 2018, and it will serve middle school gifted students.
· Update from Dorn Wilkins-McCorey via Sarah Haywood: Dorn attended the NAGC Leadership and Advocacy Conference in March in Washington and Sarah shared a brief overview of Dorn’s experience.
Final Thoughts
· Upcoming meeting dates were proposed by Dr. Poland:
· September 28, 2018, December 7, 2018, February 8, 2019, and April 12, 2019

· It was discussed that new committee members be contacted after their appointment so they can come prepared to participate in subcommittee work during their first meeting in September.

Public Comment
· There were no public comments.

Adjournment
· [bookmark: _30j0zll]Meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM.
