Virginia Advisory Committee for the Education of the Gifted February 9, 2018 Meeting Minutes

Members Present
· 
· George Fohl
· Sarah Haywood
· Dorn Wilkins-McCorey
· Janice Robertson
· Kirsten Maloney
· Valerie Tuck
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Kim Waite
· Laura Kelly
· Dara Hall
· Sandra Cole
· Becky Dangerfield
· Teresa Ellison
· Robert Hundley
· Donna Poland


Welcome and Introductions
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]George Fohl called the meeting to order 
· Members approved agenda, the approval was unanimous

Department of Education Report from Dr. Donna Poland
· General Updates
· Dr. Steve Constantino has been appointed as acting state Superintendent of Public Instruction. Mr. Atif Qarni has been appointed as the new Secretary of Education.

· Many of the Department’s forms are becoming more electronic in nature, and that includes changes being made to the annual gifted education report. Updates may also be made to the Summer Residential Governor’s School forms. 

· Academic Year Governor’s Schools
· Changes will be made to the funding formula because additional state funding for the current biennium will expire. AYGS Directors asked to reinstate this funding and are awaiting further information from the General Assembly’s approved budget.

· Summer Governor’s Schools
· Student applications are currently being submitted from school divisions.
 
· The RFP process is currently underway for the location of SRGS for Mathematics, Science, and Technology. Colleges and universities host programs for a five-year time period. RFP’s go out if the institution is a private institution. State institutions operate on a government-to-government contract and do not require a regular RFP process for renewals.

· Questions from group members about issues related to the foreign language testing should be sent directly to Dr. Lisa Harris, who supervises the Governor’s Foreign Language Academies.

Charge from the Board of Education: 
· Dr. Poland reviewed the approved charge from the Board of Education: “The VACEG shall advise the Board of Education with respect to policies that promote equitable access to effective gifted programming. The VACEG shall recommend guidelines for school divisions to measure gifted student outcomes across subgroups over time, improve teacher professional development, and facilitate communication with the broader community.”
· Dr. Poland shared research, issues, and suggestions related to policy and policy-making from Dr. Joyce VanTassel-Baska and other researchers. Group discussion followed.

Small Group Reflection and Discussion
· Dr. Poland distributed excerpts from the current Virginia Code and Regulations related to gifted education and discussion followed as to how these are organized and how they impact areas of state policy. She also shared information about the regulatory process.

· Members divided into four subcommittees as determined by the charge: 
· High Quality Platforms: Acceleration and programs (Becky Dangerfield, Sarah Haywood, and Kim Waite)

· Teacher Preparation: Training for coordinators and teachers (Sandra Cole, Teresa Ellison, Valerie Tuck, and Dara Hall)

· Equitable Access: Identification to all programs for the gifted (Laura Kelly, Dorn Wilkins-McCorey, and Jan Robertson)

· Accountability: Student growth (George Fohl, Kirsten Maloney, and Bob Hundley)

· Subcommittees met and discussed the information shared, recognized if and where it related to the group’s specific area, and identified documents/articles they would like to have (i.e. another state’s acceleration policy or a college syllabus for an education course) to further support their study.

· A working lunch was held, and then subcommittees summarized their work and reported to the whole group.
· High Quality Platforms subcommittee noticed several references to acceleration in the Code and Regulations and wants to consolidate these into a tip sheet or one page brief. This group also wants information from other states’ acceleration policies to better identify areas for improvement.
· Teacher Preparation subcommittee examined differences in general teacher preparation vs. requirements for the gifted endorsement. This group would like to make recommendations and review expectations for professional learning from NAGC publications in two areas: What’s generally included in school divisions/local plans and what takes place specifically in actual professional learning sessions.

· Equitable Access subcommittee found that in looking at the current state Code and Regulations there is not much listed regarding equity. The group also determined that previously shared information regarding ESSA funds and gifted education may have been changed slightly. Dr. Poland will update the group on this development.

· Accountability subgroup shared that it is difficult to measure the growth of a gifted child academically, and even more so when considering looking at both cognitive needs and social/emotional needs. This group wants to look further at the data available to school divisions (from NWEA information, for example), study how other states and special schools measure this, and review academic literature as well.

Reports from Members/Representative Groups
· Becky Dangerfield: The Region 7 Consortium is working on its annual “Speaking for the Gifted” conference in June which will be held in Abingdon. The group plans to have Steven Levy, author of Starting from Scratch, conduct a keynote. Breakout sessions are also being planned.

· Sandra Cole: Sandra shared more information related to the Region 7 Consortium conference regarding a session titled "Turning the Corner in Gifted Education" which will focus on problem-based learning, project-based learning, and authentic assessments in gifted education. This region had a day of training for coordinators and teachers this past fall and also met electronically via Zoom during January and February due to weather. The group plans to meet with the theater professor from UVA Wise to discuss the Governor's School provided for students in this region.

· Teresa Ellison: pass

· Dara Hall: pass

· Laura Kelly: Roanoke City is currently conducting universal testing to assist with first and second grade gifted identification. The division is excited to see progress with the “Reach Down, Lift Up” initiative that has led to over 30% increase in participation in middle school honors courses by students from low socio-economic backgrounds and an increase in all ethnic subgroups.

· Kim Waite: pass

· Valerie Tuck: Norfolk’s gifted staff is completing the second year of the online CogAT screener for first grade. Staff members are now looking for an alternative assessment for visually impaired students. 

· Kirsten Maloney: Fairfax held a Winter Institute with 60 breakout session lead by teachers about strategies and curriculum for grades K-6. There were 500 attendees. The Advanced Academics Program partnered with the world languages department to help get the message out about twice-exceptional students. Dr. Lisa Harris from the VDOE shared information regarding differentiation specific to world languages instruction.

· Jan Robertson: Dr. Robertson shared a research article that provided statistics from the College Board’s 2015 report that highlighted disparities between test takers of differing backgrounds and their SAT College Readiness results.

· Dorn Wilkins-McCorey: Virginia Beach City Public Schools is currently identifying its gifted resource “teacher of the year” and gifted staff is also processing Summer Residential Governor’s Schools applications. Funding for a second field trip to the Francis Land House has been secured. Gifted coordinators have recently met with principals to share data related to gifted referrals and placements.

· Sarah Haywood: York’s Gifted Education Advisory Committee is sponsoring an evening parent seminar related to the mental health of gifted high school students. Dr. Tracy Cross, from the College of William and Mary, and a school psychologist will be speaking.

· George Fohl: Chesterfield’s Community Engagement night in December was a huge success with a pizza dinner and conference-style format. It was part of the goal to actively communicate gifted program information in multiple ways to help demystify gifted education. Chesterfield gifted staff is also exploring adjustments to promote the equitable identification of gifted students.

· Update from Va. Consortium of Gifted Education Administrators via Sarah Haywoodb The annual Consortium meeting will be held on September 14, 2018. Current plans include keynote addresses from Dr. John Almarode and Dr. Rena Subotnik, and there will also be three breakout sessions.

Final Thoughts
· Upcoming meeting dates
· April 20, 2018

Public Comment
· There were no public comments.

Adjournment
· [bookmark: _30j0zll]Meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM.
