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SUPTS. MEMO NO. 95

May 13, 1994
| NFORMATI ONAL
TO Di vi si on Superi ntendents
FROM Wl liamC. Bosher, Jr.

Superintendent of Public Instruction
SUBJECT: General School Fees

| have heard from many of you regardi ng your concerns
about funding the |local share of the proposed free textbook
system and the matter of school fees. Let ne address these
i ssues separately. The General Assenbly has provided
funding for a free textbook system as specified in section
22.1-251 of the Code of Virginia (1993), effective 1994-95.
The projected entitlenents from state funds were provided
to you in Supts. Meno. No. 4 (Regulatory), dated March 15,
1994.

The issue of fees, aside from textbook fees, is a nore

conplicated natter. Approxi mately one half of the
divisions in the state report that they charge sone form of
user fee to students. Most of these fees have been in

pl ace for nmany years and represent |ocal school board and
communi ty budgetary deci sions.

A review of previous Supts. Mnos., Code of Virginia
provi sions, and Board of Education regulations regarding
this matter is sonewhat confusing. I nf ormati onal Supts.

Meno. No. 171 (Septenber 3, 1993) states that |ocal schoo

di vi sions have no authority to charge general instructional
or material fees, based on opinions of the Attorney General
and Board regul ati ons; however, Board regulation VR 270-01-
0036 states that a |ocal school board can make supplies

services, and materials available to pupils at cost. In
addition, 22.1-253 of the Code of Virginia permts |ocal
school boards to charge a user fee for consumable materials
and 22.1-28 vests the supervision of schools in each
division in a | ocal school board.
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| know that each of you work very hard to provide the
best possible education for each <child at the | owest

feasible cost. | know that each of you favor a free system
of public education. | also know that you face real and
i mredi ate 1994- 95 budget issues which can only be solved at
the local |evel. For that reason, | have asked the Board
to forego any discussion of the elimnation of user fees at
the current time. | trust that each of you, in association
with your board, will work conscientiously to keep fees as
| ow as possible. | cannot say at this tine that this issue
will not be revisited in the future by the Board of

Educati on and/ or the General Assenbly.

It is inmportant, given the General Assenbly’'s position
on the free textbook issue, that |ocal boards not place
thenselves in the position of replacing textbook rental
fees with general instructional fees. If such a trend were
to develop, | believe the final decision regarding the
appropriateness of charging instructional fees would be
decided in the halls of the General Assenbly, rather than
wi th each | ocal board.

| trust that each of you have policies and regul ations
in place which wll make provision for the waiver of all
required fees for each child attending school whose parent
or guarding is financially wunable to pay such fees
(Children who are receiving public assistance in the form
of aid to dependent children, general relief, supplenenta
security income, foster care, or who are eligible for free
or reduced price neals under the National School Lunch

program .
Please give ne a call at (804) 227-2755, or talk with

Ms. Kathy Kitchen (804) 225-2025 if you have questions
about this matter.

Thank you.
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