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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education

DATE:	February 25, 2020
TO: 	Principals
[bookmark: _GoBack]FROM: 		Michael F. Bolling, Assistant Superintendent for Learning and 	Innovation
SUBJECT: 	Empatico, A Free Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Focused Virtual		Exchange Platform
The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) would like to share information with Virginia educators about a free social emotional learning (SEL) resource. The research on the impact of SEL demonstrates that SEL programming has a positive impact on academic performance, school attendance, disciplinary outcomes, and mental wellness. Empatico is a virtual exchange platform that connects educators and students across cities and countries. More than 32,000 educators from 148 countries are currently registered users of Empatico. Using this free, user-friendly platform, students ages 6-11 increase their curiosity, kindness, and empathy by sharing experiences with peers from different backgrounds and cultures. In addition, educators can dive deeper into this learning with others committed to SEL in the Spark Empathy with Empatico community. 

To learn more about this exciting resource, please visit Empatico or reach out to Erick Roa, the Head of Partnerships at Empatico, to schedule a time to learn more about it. He can be reached by email at eroa@empatico.org. 

Questions about the Virginia educator’s role in social emotional learning can be directed to Martha Montgomery, School Psychology Specialist, Virginia Department of Education, by email at Martha.Montgomery@doe.virginia.gov or by telephone at (804) 692-0396.	
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