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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education

DATE:	January 14, 2020
TO: 	Principals
FROM: 	Michael Bolling, Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation
SUBJECT: 	The Virginia Board for People with Disabilities Youth Leadership Academy		
The Virginia Board for People with Disabilities (VBPD) is offering young people with disabilities an opportunity to attend the Youth Leadership Academy (YLA).  Applicants must be rising high school sophomores, juniors, or seniors.  The selected youth, also called “delegates” will learn about leadership, advocacy work, and career development.
Delegates learn from peer mentors and successful adults.  Using an activity based approach, such as visiting the state capitol and speaking to state legislators and policy makers, participants are able to develop personal leadership plans and improve communication skills.  This four-day intensive learning experience will take place on the campus of Virginia State University (VSU) from July 13-16, 2020.  All expenses will be covered for the 25 students selected through a competitive process.  In addition, youth will receive supports they require to attend and participate in the Academy activities.
Please share this information, along with the YLA flyer and application located on the Virginia Board for People with Disabilities website, with all school staff.  This is an opportunity for young people to develop their personal and career goals as well as advocacy skills.  They will have many opportunities to utilize the 5 Cs (communication, collaboration, critical and creative thinking, and citizenship) during their four days at VSU.  Participation is limited to 25 students and applications will only be accepted through March 27, 2020.  
For additional questions and information about YLA, please contact Dr. Penni Sweetenburg-Lee, Director, Training and Alumni Development Programs, by email at Penni.Sweetenburg.Lee@vbpd.virginia.gov or by phone at (804) 786-9381.
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