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2020 CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS 

SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE SCHOOLS CONFERENCE 

APRIL 28 - 29, 2020 

The DoubleTree by Hilton 
990 Hilton Heights Road, Charlottesville, Virginia 22901


The Office of Student Services at the Virginia Department of Education, in collaboration with the Department of Criminal Justice Services, invites school leaders to submit presentation proposals for our upcoming Safe and Supportive Schools Conference. Presentations should be one hour in length and will take place on day two of the conference (April 29, 2020).

Conference Overview  
Vision: Every student deserves a safe and supportive school environment. 
Mission:  
1. To share innovative, data-informed, and impactful practices that advance school safety; 
2. Provide opportunities for meaningful collaboration; and 
3. To build capacity to address school safety through supportive, comprehensive, and preventative approaches.
 
Overarching Concepts: 
· Preventative Measures; 
· Support Services; 
· Safety Procedures; 
· Equity; and 
· School Climate.

Topics of Interest to the selection committee include: 
· Trauma informed practices; 
· Collaborating and partnering with multiple stakeholders; 
· Threat-Assessment; 
· Suicide prevention; 
· Crisis team and planning; 
· Social emotional learning; 
· Addressing implicit biases;  
· Preventative and proactive systems to school safety; 
· Family and community engagement; 
· Incorporating student voice in decision making; 
· Human trafficking; 
· Addressing substance use; 
· Addressing at-risk behaviors; 
· Addressing mental health challenges;  
· Restorative practices; 
· School emergency preparedness; 
· Social media considerations; 
· Building relationships with students; 
· Bully prevention; 
· Data-informed decision making to guide school safety (such as, School Safety Audit, School Climate Data, office referrals); and 
· Alternatives to suspension.

Important Considerations 
Presentation Length and Target Audience 
Presentations should be one hour in length and will take place on day two of the conference (April 29, 2020). The conference is designed to target school leaders such as: administrators, school counselors, school resource officers, school social workers, nurses, school psychologists, teacher leaders, special education directors, and discipline hearing officers.
 
Selection Criteria 
A selection committee will review each proposal. The following components will be considered: 
· Alignment with conference overarching concepts and topics of interest; 
· Relevance to target audience; 
· Depth and quality of presentation submission; 
· Use of data to drive decisions and/or measure impact; and 
· Impact on the overall landscape of school safety.

Important Dates (all dates are subject to change):
Proposal Window Closes: Friday, January 10, 2020 
Proposal Results Confirmed: February 7, 2020 
Conference Registration Opens: March 2020 
Conference Day 1 (VDOE and DCJS sponsored sessions): April 28, 2020 
Conference Day 2 (selected presentations from submitted proposals): April 29, 2020
 
Hotel Accommodations 
Selected presenters can choose one of the following options for hotel accommodations: 
· One room for  April 27 and April 28 
· Two rooms for April 28

Conference hotel: DoubleTree in Charlottesville, Virginia
 
Please note: If there are multiple presenters requiring additional lodging, VDOE is only providing the options specified above. Additional rooms are the responsibility of the registrant(s). Conference registration is free.
 
Link to Submit Proposals 
 
For questions or more information, please contact Sarah Bazemore, School Counseling Specialist, by email at Sarah.Bazemore@doe.virginia.gov or by phone at (804) 225-4024.
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