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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education

DATE:	November 12, 2019
TO: 	Principals
FROM: 	Tina M. Manglicmot, Interim Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation
SUBJECT: 	Virtual Job Shadow Junior
The Virginia Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Program Improvement has purchased Virtual Job Shadow Junior (VJS Junior) to assist your elementary school students with disabilities as they develop Career Portfolios.  This engaging resource is interactive and provides an opportunity to include all students in a co-taught or collaborative classroom.  School counselors serving elementary students may be interested in this resource as they work to help all students develop Career Portfolios.

Your students will take a journey with the “The Career Crew,” who will help young students explore careers of interest and understand the connection between academics and those careers.  Using animation, job shadowing videos, and fun activities to engage the students, they will learn that working in a professional career requires communication, collaboration, citizenship, and both critical and creative thinking.  Students will also discover their personal preferences, strengths, and interests.  This program is inclusive and can be adapted for many learners.  While VJS Junior was developed for grades K-5, older students might also benefit from this program.

In addition to VJS Junior, there are also available subscriptions for Virtual Job Shadow (VJS).  This program may be used by high school and middle school students to see a variety of workplace settings and “real” employees performing work.

The VJS Training and VJS Junior Training links are available for you to preview both resources.
 
Attached is a form to complete and return to gain access to subscriptions for your students.  Once the form is complete, send it to Marianne.Moore@doe.virginia.gov.  If you have additional questions, please contact Marianne Moore, Secondary Transition Specialist with the Virginia Department of Education, by email at Marianne.Moore@doe.virginia.gov or by phone at 
(804) 225-2700.
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