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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education

DATE:	October 15, 2019
TO: 	Principals
FROM: 	Tina M. Manglicmot, Interim Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation
SUBJECT: 	The Suggested Best Practices on the Provision of Direct Counseling Services
The 2019 General Assembly approved House Bill 1729, which amended requirements for the allocation of school counselor staff time as follows:

§ 22.1-291.1:1. School counselors; staff time.
Each school counselor employed by a school board in a public elementary or secondary school shall spend at least 80 percent of his staff time during normal school hours in the direct counseling of individual students or groups of students.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In response to stakeholder requests, the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) convened a stakeholder group comprised of school counselors and division administrators and incorporated best practices from the state and national levels. The Suggested Best Practices on the Provision of Direct Counseling Services may be used by school divisions to help in facilitating the work that school counselors are trained to do in schools as it relates to direct counseling services. The information contained in the document serves as guidance only. School divisions ultimately have the discretion on how they interpret and operationalize the school counselor’s work around “direct counseling services,” as outlined in HB 1729.

For additional information or to request additional resources or training, please contact Sarah Bazemore, School Counseling Specialist, by email at Sarah.Bazemore@doe.virginia.gov, or by telephone at (804) 225-4024.
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