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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education

DATE:	October 1, 2019
TO: 	Principals
FROM: 	Tina M. Manglicmot, Interim Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation
SUBJECT: 	VDOE Chronic Absenteeism Webinar
The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) will host a Chronic Absenteeism webinar for school personnel on Friday, October 11, 2019, from 9-10 a.m.  The webinar will address the importance of attendance to student success and discuss Chronic Absenteeism as a measure in the Virginia Standards of Accreditation. 
Dr. James F. Lane, Superintendent of Public Instruction, will host the webinar and cover the following topics:
· What is Chronic Absenteeism? 
· Why does Chronic Absenteeism Matter? 
· How are the performance level indicators for Chronic Absenteeism measured in the Virginia Standards of Accreditation?
· An Analysis of Virginia Data for Chronic Absenteeism.
· VDOE Resources for Addressing and Eliminating Chronic Absenteeism through Data-Driven Practice. 

This webinar is in response to questions from numerous stakeholders related to Chronic Absenteeism and school accountability requirements and ratings. The webinar also supports the "Call to Action" from the United States Department of Education (USDOE), and the Every Student, Every Day Initiative, that was outlined in Superintendent’s Memorandum #205-19, dated August 30, 2019. The Call to Action encourages schools to prioritize attendance, mobilize the community, and drive work with data. 

We look forward to discussing ways your school can assess current practices and improve future practice with the goal of addressing and eliminating chronic absenteeism and ultimately boost student outcomes and success.

If you would like to participate in the webinar, click HERE or contact Maggie Clemmons at Maggie.clemmons@doe.virginia.gov. Log-in information for the webinar will be sent the day before the event. 
For those unable to participate, the webinar will be recorded and posted on the Attendance and Truancy webpage on the VDOE website. 
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