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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education

DATE:	April 16, 2019
TO: 	Principals
FROM: 	Gena C. Keller, Assistant Superintendent for Learning
SUBJECT: 	Meeting the Needs of Students with Disabilities in the World Language Classroom – Summer Academy
The Virginia Department of Education’s (VDOE) Office of Special Education Instructional Services, in partnership with the Office of Humanities, will sponsor a collaborative special education-world language education academy on Meeting the Needs of Students with Disabilities and Diverse Learners in the World Language Classroom. 
The Academy will take place on July 19, 2019, at the Westin Hotel in Richmond and is designed to address instructional strategies and service model considerations for students with disabilities in the world language classroom. 
The Academy will only be available to school division personnel.  World Language coordinators, Special Education coordinators, classroom teachers, and resource or lead personnel in these specialty areas are the primary target audience. The VDOE is seeking between one to four individuals per school division.  The Academy can accommodate 150 individuals.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Academy will include a keynote speaker, Dr. Claire Hughes-Lynch.  Dr. Hughes-Lynch is well known for her expertise in identifying and teaching with twice-exceptional learners.  Her keynote address will provide insights into best practices to consider in meeting the needs of diverse learners.  In addition, Dr. Hughes-Lynch will conduct a breakout session.
There will be a total of four different breakout sessions.  Participants will be able to attend all four of the sessions.  Topics will include:
· Keynote Speaker’s Breakout – Meeting the Needs of Diverse Learners
· Overview of the Characteristics of Students with Disabilities
· Language Acquisition Strategies and Resources
· Accommodations, Modifications, Assistive and Instructional Technology

The VDOE will assume the cost of registration and lunch the day of the Academy.  Lodging will be provided on July 18 for those traveling more than 120 miles one way as measured from your assigned place of work. Lodging reservations will be made only for participants traveling more than 120 miles one way to the Academy site and who have indicated the need for lodging during registration. 
Space is limited and offered on a first-come, first-served basis with consideration given to achieve equity across school divisions until all participant spaces are filled.  The registration deadline is Friday, June 7, 2019.
If you have additional questions about the program, please contact Dr. Teresa Lee, Instructional Specialist, Office of Special Education and Instructional Services at Teresa.Lee@doe.virginia.gov or at (804) 371-8283; or Dr. Lisa Harris, Specialist, World Languages and International Education, by email at Lisa.Harris@doe.virginia.gov  or at (804) 225-3666.
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